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Some of his decisions were almost equal to those of Judge
Reanme of Green Bay. e was in the practice of taking notes
for collection, and issuing process on them. Some person sent
him a note to colleet from Green Bay against Benjamin Roy.
Now there were two men in the country of that name, one resided
at the Portage of Wisconsin, and the other was in the employ of
the American Fur Company at Prairie du Chien. Neither of
them could write his name. The note was signed with a mark,
and witnessed by a man who wrote his name, and the witness had
gone into the Black River country to winter. Marsh, believing
that the Roy that was here was the man, issued process and had him
brought hefore him, but he denied any knowledge of the note;
but Marsh, satisfied that he was the person who gave it, rendered
judgment against him for the amount, and said he would examine
the witness when he came down in the spring. Col. Dousman
hearing of this decizion, went to Marsh and told him that if he
proceeded any farther in the case, he wonld report him to Gov.
Cass. That ended the proceeding.

In 1830, a party of Sauks and Foxes killed some Sioux, on
or about the head-waters of Red Cedar River, in the now State of
Towa: and, the same season, a band of Fox Indians, who resided
abont where Dubuque now is, had ocecasion to visit Prairie du
Chien on business with the Agent, whom they had previously in-
formed that they would arrive on a eertain day. An Indian named
the Kettle was their chief. Tt was generally believed that John
Marsh gave the Sioux information of the coming of the Foxes,
and of the time they were expected; and on the morning of the
day appointed for the arrival of the Foxes at Prairie du Chien, a
small war party of yonng Sioux made their appearance here, and
joined by a few of the Menomonee young men, proceeded
down the Mississippi to the lower end of the Prairie du Pier-
reaux, some twelve or fifteen miles below Prairie du Chien, where
a narrow channel of the Mississippi runs close to that end of the
prairie, fringed with small trees, bushes and grass. They knew
the enstom of the Indians in going up stream to avail themselves



